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Hi everyone, 
 

Dead right, autumn is here, and don’t we know it? the clocks have changed, the weather 
has done its bit to dampen our enthusiasm for freedom, then guess what – total lockdown 
again. Confused dot come or what? 
 

Anyway, forget all that, Autumn is all about the “Wood Wide Web” so let’s have a look at 
what that means, and how it effects the environment (and us!!). It starts with photosynthesis.  
 

 



The structure of a tree is quite complicated as you can see below, but in the right locality 
and habitat, it can function like a well-oiled machine. 

 

 
 

 



So, we come to the autumn. Whether its temperature driven, or the amount of sunlight 
reaching the ground we don’t really know, but something triggers a change in the tree 
chemistry. The chlorophyl (the green) and other chemicals withdraw back into the roots, 
leaving other pigments in the leaves, and it is these pigments that give autumn leaves the 
fantastic, golds, yellows and reds that we all love. 
 

 
 
We don’t have the same magnificent range of colours that are seen in autumn, in other parts 
of the world, but I don’t think we do that badly – do you? 
 
But the story of the fungi isn’t over yet. They’ve benefited from the sugars and the nutrients 
they’ve extracted from the tree roots through the spring and summer, that was payment up-
front, now that the leaves have fallen, it’s the fungi’s turn to do some work. 



 
 

Once the leaves have settled on the ground, and flowers and other plants have died back 
and begun to rot, the network of mycelium starts to break down the nutrients out of the rotting 
vegetation, and any other suitable decaying materials.  
 

Most of these nutrients and carbohydrates, pass back through the network of hyphae, into 
the roots of the trees and shrubs, giving them a feeding kickstart in the spring. 
 

Some fungi are parasites, however, the majority form a symbiotic association with the roots 
of living trees and shrubs. They take sugars and nutrients from the tree, but they give back 
minerals and essential elements, enlarging the root system of their hosts. The remainder of 
the nutrients and enzymes go back into the mycelium.  
 

A mushroom is actually the fruit of the mycelium which can stay underground for a very long 
time. And when the circumstances are favourable, particularly the presence of food, (falling 
leaves etc.), humidity and temperature are also important – buds will form that seek daylight. 
This is the birth of a mushroom (or toadstool). The small – usually white – ball will quickly 
grow into a proper mushroom. The cap will open and will start dropping millions of miniscule 
seeds (spores). These seeds are spread by the wind, end up on the ground, and start 
forming new mycelium. This is what the “Wood Wide Web” is. 
 

This year has been a mixture of both warm and very wet conditions, and as many of you 
have seen, the sheer amount of species, their numbers, and their varieties, has been 
astonishing. So, over the next few pages, I’m going to bore you with some fabulous 
examples to illustrate this.  
 
 

 



 









 



 

 
 

What really has surprised John and others, is that certain insects are still up and about, and 
we’re into November!!!! 
 

 
 

 



    
 

 

 
 

 

Fabulous photo of a snail, taken by Andrew 

in which you can clearly see the four 

tentacles in its head. 

The top two are not eyes, but they do have 

light sensitive cells, and can also be used 

for smell, whilst the lower two are used for 

taste and feeling. 

You can also see the syphon through 

which it breathes, and details of its foot. 



 



 
 
Another superb photo from Heather, of a sparrow hawk on a nearby roof preening its 
feathers after a kill. 
 

Beautiful bird. 
 
 
I hope that you are all safe and well. Take care everyone. 
 
Once more, a huge thank you to Andrew, Barbara, Doreen, Heather, John, Lisa, Lyndsey, 
Melanie, Mike, Nigel, Robert, Stephen, and Wikipedia, for their submissions, and help. 
 

Remember, please keep sending me your stories, photographs and sightings? 

Mike 


