
 
12.06.2020 

GPAG Lockdown Newsletter NO 8. 
 

Hi everyone, 
 

The government keeps lifting restrictions but none of them help GPAG in any way shape or 
form, (unless I’m mistaken, and you know better, in which case tell us all?). 
 

Thankfully, it seems that there is still a lot of interest in the group assembling again, (by the 
gods doesn’t that sound like we’re the Avengers – who do you want to be, first come first 
served?). 
 

The site is crying out for help, there is so much work that needs to be done, and it needs to 
be done soonest? Please, let me know how you feel about resurrecting tasks again, – safety 
first of course, even though Boris the spider has said that outdoor transmission of the virus 
is next to nil. Just let me know your thoughts. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The chick vanished one day and Susan Brown and her family, thought the worst, however, 
they observed that mum kept watching the Wendy House, and low and behold, the chick 
reappeared. Mum again took up feeding responsibilities  
 

 

Do you remember this little chappie, from the last 
newsletter? Well his saga continues. 
 

Let me recap the story so far. 
 

This little blue tit had fledged and taken up shelter beneath 
a Grow Bag. Its Mum kept looking for him and once found, 
she started feeding him again. 
 
 



 
 

Finally, the chick was persuaded to come back into the garden where again mum continued 
to feed it, and as you can see the chick thrived. 
 
The chick has now vanished, so fingers crossed that after all those adventures, it survived. 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

We had spotted this sand martin colony above the River Irwell some time ago, not in sand 
but in cracks in the wall. If you wanted to watch this tremendous event, you get a better view 
if you stand on the Picket Bridge just downstream. Nigel (O) took these fantastic photos. Go 
see and enjoy? 
 



Well! We have had the birds, now how about the bees!! 
 

 
 

 
 

The first photograph was sent for ID by Chris (B), and we decided it was the beautiful 
caterpillar of the mullein moth. The other two photos are from the net to show what the adult 
looks like.  



And now the others!!! 
 

 



 



 
  

           Newly emerged 4 spotted chaser                      First exuviea of the year, an azure       
                                                                                                          damselfly 
 

 
         

 

Lyndsey found this bug in her a 
garden and she wanted the group 
to identify it. 
 
Several possibilities were put 
forward, and we finally settled on 
Grypocoris sexguttatus, which is a 
type of plant bug. 
 

However, apparently it prefers to 
feed on hogweed!! But will also 
feed on aphids. 

Yet more newts. The 

far one is a GCN but 

not sure what the left 

hand one is? 



The site has been transformed over lockdown, from looking like the Florida Everglades back 
in February, to the dried-up waterholes that we currently have now. The first photo was a 
BTL (before the lockdown), and they progress to ATL (after the lockdown). 

 

 
 

  
 

Can you imagine our delight 

when we found this small 

pile of poo recently? 

I know some of you know 

what it is, but for the rest, I 

can hear your befuddled 

cries – what is it you say? 

So, to put you out of your 

misery, this is hedgehog 

poo.  

How fantastic is that? 



Since the concept of GPAG, there has always been a large notice board, standing adjacent 
to the dipping platform on Pond 11, and this was a tall upright picture board saying “There 
be dragons here,” and showed coloured diagrams of newts and other pond critters. 
 
I’m sorry to say that within the last couple of weeks, vandals have struck, loosening the 
posts, and the notice board itself has been ripped off, and is now presumably frightening the 
invertebrates, at the bottom of the pond. 
 
Something else for us to sort after Wuhan Plague disipates? 
 

 
 

 
 

On behalf of the group can I also give a big thumbs-up thank you, to Rick Parker from Bolton 
Conservation Volunteers (BCV), who, on a recent “excercising” trip to the Pits, discovered 
that someone(s), had pulled one of the display boards to the ground, close to the exit of 
Path 10 on Croftside.  
 
We knew the supports were rotten and to replace them was on the to-do list that has been 
postponed due to Wuhan Plague, so it could’nt have been too difficult for it to be pulled 
down. However, not to be detered, Rick no sooner set about re-erecting the sign, as a good 

Some of you may remember, in 
Newsleter No 5, we showed 
pictures of a large den that had 
been built in the woods to the 
south of the path 11, and which 
on dicovery, Lisa dismantled.  
 

Well, Barrats The Builders have 
been back and it had been 
rebuilt as you can see here..  
 

So I called in Lisa and Co Ltd., 
that local repuatable firm of 
demolishers and job done! 
Thanks Lisa? 
 



will gesture, and he used a maul to do it! (A maul is a heavy hammer, used for driving 
stakes.) 
 
I hope you are never stopped by the police Rick, having stuff like that in your car would take 
some explaning???!!! Thanks again Rick. 
  
In view of the above and other incidents, it has led me to writing the following notice, which 
has now been posted all over the Pits area. No idea what people will make of the notices 
and how long they will remain, awaits to be seen. A big thanks to Lisa for printing these and 
laminating them? 
 
 

                           Darcy Lever Gravel Pits                       

 

You are entering the Darcy Lever Gravel Pits. It is a beautiful place, Enjoy it! 
 
Just a few points to remember though: 
 

• As you are walking around please stay the recommended 2m apart from each other, 
and the others that you meet as you walk around. Show them the respect they 
deserve. 

 

• Please respect the wildlife that live in the site, do not let your dogs’ off their leads. Do 
not allow them to chase the birds, deer or any other animal that you come across on 
your travels. They live there all the time – you do not! 

 

• Please do not go pond dipping unless supervised, as now is the time of the year when 
a lot of animals and invertebrates are spawning, So, show them respect as well, by 
not disturbing them? 

 

• Do not start fires or similar, as the end result could be devastating.  
 

• Please take your litter with you, and do not use the site as a party venue? 
 

• Please stick to the footpaths as you walk around and be sensible, wear boots or 
wellies and stay, 2m apart at all times? 
 

• Pick up the poop in bags and take it with you when you leave. 
 

• If as you are walking around and you take any photos, as long as they are 
presentable, please post them on our website? 

 

• Finally, if you see any one causing damage, acting disrespectful, or using downright 
inexcusable behaviour, take photographs, if you know them, then well and good, but 
report it to the police anyway, but don’t forget to get a case number off them when 
you do? 

 



The Darcy Lever Gravel Pits is a wonderful gem of a site, please enjoy it but leave it as you 
found it, so others can enjoy it? 

 

Above all, stay safe and stay well? 
 

 

 
 
 
Once more, a huge thank you to Lyndsey, Susan, Chris, Jeff, John, Mike, Nigel and Neil, 
and also to the internet for their submissions and help. 
 
Hope the rest of you are still ok, safe and well? 
 
Remember, please keep sending me your stories, photographs and sightings? 
 
Stay safe, stay well. 
 

Mike 


