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GPAG Lockdown Newsletter no 9. 
 

Hi everyone, 
 

It has been a month since my last newsletter, but it’s been a peculiar few weeks.  
 
First the good news. Our latest bid to the National Lottery has been successful, and we’ve 
been awarded £10k. It’s already in the bank and I’ve started spending, but more about that 
later. 
 
Our bid this time revolved around a virtual forest school with students from two schools, St 
Teresa’s from Little Lever, and Prestolee from well, erm… Prestolee! 
 
If you haven’t seen them on our WhatsApp page – don’t look, but I did a tour of the Pits 
whilst Janet video’s me, embarrassingly doing various things, like constructing an insect 
hotel, all of which have gone out to the schools in the form of small task videos. These have 
been received by the school with some brilliant results, as you can see below? 
 

 



One of the things we’ve bought with the grant is a replacement moth trap as our current one 

was well past its sell by, and this is the one weve bought, it’s a 40W Lucent mobile moth 

trap.  
 

 

John has had some fantastic results already from the trap, despite the prevailing bad 

weather we have had over the last few weeks. 

 

 

This trap is based on the Skinner trap 

style, and is foldable to fit neatly into a 

case making it easy to transport around.  

The trap uses 40W electrics which can be 

made portable using an inverter and a 

battery.  

The case acts as a base for the trap when 

assembled. 







 
 

Moths seem to be more prevalent than butterflies at the moment 
 
 

 



Its been the season for reproduction and the signs were everywhere? 
 

 
 

One of our long-standing GPAG members, Keith is one lucky guy, he has several pairs of 
house marting’s nesting beneath his eaves. How wondeful? 

 



Despite the lateness oin the season it was really good to see these gravid newts, who came 
quickly back to the previously dried-up ponds, once the rainy season started and they filled 
up again with water. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Also, do you remember in the last newsletter I mentioned about the notice board that had 
been vandalised near Pond 11?  
 
Well what was left of the frame, has now been completely ripped down and frame slung into 
the pond.    
 
I despair?!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
 
 

Here we go again – yet 
another den built in the Pits. 

 
Do you think there are a lot of 
frustrated out-of-work builders 

in the area? 
 

Anyway what are we to do? 
 
 
 
 

 
Crash!!!   Rip!!!  Throw!! 

 

Job done!  
Thanks Lisa? 

 
 

LISA 



There are an awful lot of hoverflies about at the moment, a lot of which are mimics as you 
can see below. 
 

 
 
The best mimic in the insect world, I have ever come across was last year, when I spotted 
a Hornet Mimic Hoverfly in my garden. My first instinct was stay away because of the 
colours, then I got fascinated by the same colours and quickly snapped some photographs  
 

 
 
Pretty damn impressive, eh? 

 



 
 

…..and whilst we’re on the subject of spiders, check this out? 

 
This is a Nursery Web Spider with it’s egg sack enclosed within its own silk umbrella. The 
first photo just shows how waterproof the web actually is? 
 
 
 

 

 
Some of you may have heard about the “illegal rave” over the weekend, a few weeks ago in 
the ‘Gravel Pits’. Well, firstly it wasn’t in the Gravel Pits, it was in the “aircraft field “ which is 
south of the towpath behind the cricket ground. It is a part of Moses Gate Country Park but 
it is a common mistake that this areae is part of the Gravel Pits, but its not! 



 
 
 

Identify the Poo? 
 

Found this in the Pits and got quite excited? 
 

 
 

Anybody know what animal relieved itself here? 
 
Once more, a huge thank you to Barbara, Janet, Jeff, John, Lisa, Melanie, Mike, Nigel and 
Stephen, and also to the internet for their submissions and help. 
 
Remember, please keep sending me your stories, photographs and sightings? 

Mike 

There were lots of sitings during 
Saturday of groups of people pushing 
trolleys full of booze, musical equipment. 
other bags of stuff, and tents. 
 
Once the music started, the police were 
informed and some cops sent, but they 
couldn’t find it – dohhh!?  
 
Anyway the music and noise continued 
until Sunday morning, when believe it or 
not, the police actually found the site, by 
which time most of the ravers had gone. 
Equipment was seized and then given 
back two days later???!!! Thankfully the 
council sent a clean up crew.  
 
Do we live in a land  of ……….!!!! Or 
what? 
 


